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As we head into a new year and new decade, 

many excit ing Master Natural is t  act ivi t ies and  

opportunit ies await  us in the 2020 spr ing season!   

Spr ing t ime in Southern I l l inois is  one of  the most 

act ive and dynamic seasons in nature. I t ’s  a great 

t ime to get out and exper ience what our region has 

to of fer  f rom the incredible spr ing blooms of  nat ive 

ephemeral f lowers to the late spr ing return of  the 

Prothonotary W arbler.  This spr ing there are lots of  

great opportunit ies for  volunteer ing and cont inuing 

education credits with our program partners - see a 

short l is t  of  excit ing events in the Continuing 

Education and Volunteer opportunit ies sect ions.

The nex t  t ra in ing  for t h e  Master Natura l is t   

p r o g r a m  wi l l  beg in  Jan 23 rd at  the  G iant  C i ty .  

W e look   f o rward t o seeing t h e n e w changes

im p le m e n t e d ,  a n d  invi te you t o  a t t e n d  these 

n e w  sessions t o  con t inue t o g r o w your

k nowledge .

W e con t inue t o apprec ia te your volunteer efforts  

t o h e lp our local organizat ions ! Please r e m e m b e r   

t o  log  your  volunteer  hours  at   

https : / /volunteer .extens ion . i l l ino is .edu / .

As always , i f you have quest ions or concerns , feel  

f ree t o  cal l  (618-687-1727) or em a i l   

( l i t t le84@ i l l inois .edu) .

U N I T 2 6 P R O G R A M  

P A R T N E R S :

• REND LAKE RECREATION 

NATURE SITES

• GIANT CITY STATE PARK

• SHAWNEE NATIONAL 

FOREST

• AG IN THE CLASSROOM

• RIVER TO RIVER CW MA

• JOHN A.  LOGAN

• CRAB ORCHARD 

W ILDLIFE REFUGE

• TOUCH OF NATURE

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of 

Agriculture | Local Extension Councils 

Cooperating

University of Illinois Extension provides  

equal oppor tun ity in programs and   

emp loyment .  If you need a reasonable  

accommodat ion  t o  part ic ipate in any  

program ,  please contact  your local  

Extension office . Early requests are strongly  

encouraged to  a l low suff icient t i m e  for  

mee t ing your access needs .



T h e  n e w  l o g o  i s  
h e r e !

The beaut i fu l  new des ign features  a  

very impor tant  po l l ina tor  o f  I l l i no is  

nat ive  hab i ta ts .

It showcases the Monarch butterf ly

whose populat ions have been 

decl in ing drastically across the

country .

V O L U N T E E R O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Feb. 22 – Volunteer Recruitment Day (Crab 

Orchard)

Feb. 29 – Storytime In The park: Fox (Giant City)

March. 21 – Hike with a homeless dog (Giant 

City)

March. 21 – Storytime in the Park:Trees (Giant City)

Apr. 11 – 50th Anniversary Earth Day Celebration 

(Giant City)

Apr. 22-24 – Stewardship Week (Dixon Springs Ag. 

Center)

W h o  t o Contac t ?

C a c h e  R iver  W e t l a n d s C e n t e r

Mol ie Oliver & K i m Rohl ing - 618-657-2064

Giant  C i ty State P a r k

Jenni fer R ando l ph  - 618-457-4836

S h a w n e e  National Fores t

Linda Hauser - 618-833-8576 x104

A g  in the C l a s s r oom

Maria Farris - 618-694-9893

Crab Orchard Wildlife Refuge

618-997-3344

Touch of Nature

618-453-1121 

Rend Lake Visitors Center

618-724-2493

Visithttps://www.siwanderings.com/ to see a calendar of  

upcoming events across southern Illinois!

Above : New Master Naturalist logos .

http://www.siwanderings.com/


S T A Y T U N E D F O R S P R I N G

F I E L D T R I P S !

If you have ideas for f ield trips throughout   

southern Illinois that you wou ld be interested

in  hosting or at tending ,  contact Austin!

C O N T I N U I N G E D U C A T I O N

O P P O R T U N I T I E S
Jan 23, 8:30-4pm – Spring 2020 Master Naturalist Class 

begins @ Giant City Visitors Center

Jan 25, 10-11am - Rare and Little-Known Plants of 

Il l inois @ Cache River Wetlands Center

Feb 1, 10-12am – Birding Basics @ Giant City Visitors 

Center

Feb. 8, 1-2pm - Native Plants for Pollinators @ Cache 

River Wetlands Center

March. 28 10-11am – Giant City “Streets” Exposed @ 

Giant City Visitors Center

April 3,4,5 – Illinois Native Plant Society Symposium 

@ John A. Logan College

April 4,11,17 10-11am – Spring Wildflower Walks @ 

Giant City State Park

Please  R eg is te r  for E ve n t s

C a c h e  R iver  W e t l a n d s  C e n te r - 618-657-2064

Giant  C i ty Sta te  P a r k - 618-457-4836

Touch Of nature - 618-453-1121 

Crab Orchard Wildlife Refuge - 618-997-3344

Information on past Birding Blitz, http://www.birdingblitz.org/

http://www.birdingblitz.org/

