
2019 ϥMPACT REPORT 
University of ϥllinois Extension 

Jo Daviess, Stephenson, & Winnebago Counties 



University of ϥllinois Extension 

provides practical education you 

can trust to help people, 

businesses, and communities solve 

problems, develop skills, and build a 

better future. Based in the College 

of Agricultural, Consumer and 

Environmental Sciences, Extension 

is the statewide outreach program 

of the University of ϥllinois at 

Urbana Champaign. 

The University of ϥllinois at Urbana Champaign is an 

economic engine and a driver of innovation, deeply 

rooted in the ϥllinois prairie and engaged statewide, from 

Cook County to Cairo. ϥllinois Extension brings the 

University to your doorstep. Extension educators live and work alongside 

you in every county, allowing the university to support local leaders, 

businesses, farmers, and residents to address grand challenges and 

everyday problems with practical, research-based solutions. As a youth, my 

own 4-H experience inspired a rewarding career in agricultural research and 

higher education. Today, itɅs an honor to lead this great public university and 

deepen its commitment to serve the people of ϥllinois. 

 

Robert J. Jones 

Chancellor, University of ϥllinois 

A Message from the Chancellor 

This report is a snapshot of the work done by University 

of ϥllinois Extension serving Jo Daviess, Stephenson, and 

Winnebago Counties. The impact of our work on 

communities is extensive and hard to measure. ϥ applaud 

each and every one of my staϜ for the important part they play. 

 

ϥt is important to me that staϜ have professional development opportunities 

and that we learn from experts in our area. Feedback from staϜ 

demonstrates that they are building skills, which are not only used in their 

Extension roles, but also in their home communities. ϥn May, ϥ asked staϜ to 

complete a survey about their volunteer roles. Most staϜ volunteer for at 

least one organization, and many serve a variety. Schools, municipalities, 

and churches were mentioned most often; event planning, fundraising, and 

board membership were the most common types of service. This is an 

unseen example of the value Extension brings to communities. 

 

ϥ would like to thank our supporters, who provide donations to supplement 

our local, county, and state funding. The Jo Daviess County Extension and 4-

H Foundation, the Stephenson County 4-H and Extension Foundation, the 

Winnebago County 4-H Showboard, the Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau, 

and the Winnebago County 4-H and Extension Foundation make signiɲcant 

ɲnancial contributions and their support is very much appreciated. The 

entire staϜ joins me in recognizing our volunteers and supporters for the 

countless hours and boundless energy they contribute to our programs. 

From 4-H and SNAP-Ed to horticulture and natural resources education, our 

work is enriched by their expertise, enthusiasm, and can-do attitude. Thank 

you for being a part of our Extension and 4-H family! 

 

Margaret Larson 

County Extension Director 
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SNAP-Ed 

SNAP-Ed staϜ in Rockford worked with sixth graders at 

Lincoln Middle School to teach them how to reduce food 

waste in their cafeteria. Students collected compostable 

food for several weeks to learn more about the level of 

waste that occurs. The school declared May 21 ɈNo Food 

Waste Dayɉ and promoted the event with posters made 

by the students. SNAP-Ed staϜ helped students separate 

and weigh compost and non-compost food. 

School Waste Team 

Extension Educator Carol Erickson is a member of the 

Emergency Food Workgroup that was awarded the 

Team Excellence Award at the Extension Annual 

Conference in November. Erickson has worked with 

schools and agencies in Jo Daviess, Stephenson, and 

Winnebago Counties on projects related to this topic. 

Team Excellence Award 

Community worker Barbara Curry received the 

ϥndividual Excellence in Outstanding Programming 

award at the ϥllinois Nutrition Education Programs 

annual fall training. 

Outstanding Programming Award 
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