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Introduction  

Our community is the small village of Dunlap, located near the Illinois River right 

outside of Peoria, Illinois. Dunlap has a population of around 1,386 people, according to the 

2010 census and is mostly surrounded by farmland and small wooded areas. Dunlap was 

established in 1871 as a small town on the Rock Island Railroad and grew in accordance with the 

use of the railroad. After the dismantlement of the railroad the village turned into an agricultural 

community, while now outsourcing a lot of their community members to Peoria.  

 

The Village of Dunlap is typically seen as a gateway into Peoria and does not house 

many recreational amenities. Dunlap has a great resource at its disposal in the form of the Rock 

Island Trail, this trail that runs for around 38 miles and connects Peoria, Dunlap, and a few other 

towns to the northwest.  

 

As a class we have dedicated ourselves to helping to create a more connected and 

inclusive environment for the people of Dunlap. We are offering our suggestions to the 

community in ways that we believe that they can improve their town and create new and exciting 

recreational opportunities. Hopefully we are able to provide a basic plan and implementation 

strategy for Dunlap that makes it easier for them to make improvements to their town and create 

a unique environment for the betterment of their community.  
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Process Description  

           For sixteen consecutive weeks our class of fourteen students all majoring in Recreation, 

Sport, and Tourism worked in groups to create a comprehensive report of recommendations for 

both Dunlap Village and Hannah City. The second week of class we started researching both 

communities to begin our community assessment. We split our community assessment into parts 

and each group member was assigned a city and a specific component of the community 

assessment to complete. After a week of preparation, we each presented our information to the 

class as a whole so we were all well informed of the background of each town before our site visit. 

        On February 2nd our entire class took a group field trip to both sites and toured the 

communities and got an opportunity to meet with the stakeholders and hear their concerns and 

vision for their community through presentations and one on one interactions. We took notes and 

pictures throughout our visits and used the information we gathered to come up with facilities, 

events, and program recommendations for the town. After a few weeks of working together and 

brainstorming on potential ideas and designs; the stakeholders of the two towns came to visit The 

University of Illinois on March 16th so that each team could present their ideas. 

         A few weeks after our presentation the stakeholders of each town sent a descriptive email 

with their comments and concerns about the recommendations we presented and told us what ideas 

they wanted to move forward with. After receiving the stakeholders comments each team begin 

developing a final report that would include a detailed process of each groups recommendations. 

After submitting the final report each team began preparing their final presentation they will 

present to the stake holders of each town when we all visit again on April 30th.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site visit in Dunlap with stakeholders 

Site visit in Hannah City with stakeholders 
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Vision , Mission, Goals and Objectives  
 

Vision: 

- Dunlap is a community which values inclusivity within the village. The behaviors and 

ideals within Dunlap showed that it doesnôt matter what your demographic, your 

background, or your community standing, Dunlap is a place for anyone who wants to 

be a part of it. 

o Dunlap needs to develop a community identity. Unfortunately, they donôt 
have any unique physical characteristic in the village apart from the Rock 

Island Trail. This means they have to dig deep to find an identity. Based on 

the community placing heavy importance on having activities and 

opportunities for all members of the community to participate in proves that 

the community has a value for inclusivity.  

o Dunlap having an intangible identity of inclusivity is a difficult thing to 

achieve because it is more of a value and idea than a tangible thing. Dunlap 

will need to provide amenities, programming, and the overall sense of mind of 

inclusivity in order for outside visitors to gain that feeling. If Dunlap can 

achieve this vision, then people that come to the community may leave with 

changed values from their experience. 

o Dunlap can couple their intangible identity with the physical identity of the 

Rock Island Trail. The trail is a unique feature that is able to be capitalized on 

through programming and events. 

 

Mission: 

- To incorporate inclusivity in future programming and amenity implementation in 

Dunlap 

 

Goals and Objectives: 

- Increase Dunlapôs participation in recreational activities within the village 

o Implement a Trail Beautification program that enhances the visual aesthetic of 

the Rock Island Trail to gain more attraction to the trail 

o Create Newsletters that get dispersed within Dunlap to keep the community 

up to date on upcoming events, projects, and to incorporate community ideas 

o Create a Group Dog Walk program that focuses on raising awareness and buy-

in for a future dog park. This program has the potential to be revenue 

generating and an outlet for partnerships. 

o Design a Quiet Area for North Park to provide an amenity to individuals who 

want to engage passive recreation opportunities instead of active opportunities 

o Implement a walking path around North Park to give people a local ñtrackò to 
walk and run on while also increasing accessibility throughout North Park. 

o Design and Create an ADA-compliant accessible playground in order to 

accommodate anyone who cannot utilize standard playground equipment 

- Provide the community with a reason to stay in Dunlap instead of going to Peoria for 

activities 

o Host a Street Dance in Dunlap to give the community members an opportunity 

to participate in a social event in their village instead of going to Peoria 
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o Implement Bocce Ball courts in North park to provide recreation opportunities 

for seniors and empty-nesters. 

o Host a Bocce Ball Tournament in North park so that the older community 

members have an opportunity for casual recreation and competition 

o Create a Dog Park within Dunlap so that community members with dogs have 

a place to go to let off steam and energy 

 

Existing Conditions : 
 
General History 

            

The early settlers of Dunlap came mainly from the Northeast from places such as New 

York, Ohio, and Massachusetts (ñHistory of Dunlap School Districtò, 2018). Alva Dunlap moved 

his familyðincluding his wife, their five children at the time, his sister, his brother, and their 

parentsðin 1837 from Sandy Creek, New York, to what is now known as the Village of Dunlap 

(ñVillage of Dunlapò, 2018). The house was built by Alva using lumber that he brought with him 

from a sawmill near Chicago as lumber was a scarce resource and was not readily available in 

the area at the time. This lack of lumber caused many issues for the people living in Dunlap at 

the time and quite possibly hindered the early growth of the town.   

While the Dunlaps were not the first people to take up residence in the area, their presence made 

a significant difference to the town and the residents within it and in the surrounding area 

(ñGenealogy Trailsò, 2011). Alva himself owned 840 acres of landðhowever, only 40 of them 

are part of the current Village of Dunlap. Within his home he had a large and expansive library 

and on his property was the first school, which his sister taught in. He also owned and operated a 

sawmill to provide lumber to the area, which helped to resolve the communityôs issues with 

finding resources to use for fencing, fuel sources, and buildings (ñVillage of Dunlapò, 2018). 

Farming was a large part of the community and how many people in the town made their living; 

many residents also hunted local game as the area was filled with deer, wolves, and chickens. 

The first reaper was used in the county by Alva Dunlap which helped their farming community 

to remain successful and efficient (ñGenealogy Trailsò, 2011). In 1842 the Village of Dunlap had 

enough residents to hold local elections and Alva became the moderator for the Benton Precinct 

which included both the Radnor and Kickapoo townships (ñVillage of Dunlapò, 2018).  

 

It was soon after this that Alva sold part of his land to the Rock Island Railroad on the 

condition that the town be named after him. Alva was aware of the benefits of having the railroad 

run through Dunlap and how it could affect the town, and this is why he was willing to sell his 

property for it. The Village of Dunlap was officially established on June 12, 1871, but it wasnôt 

until 1952 that they were granted incorporation. They built a new Village Hall in 1995 and the 

original homestead of the Dunlaps has since been destroyed and replaced by the Prospect United 

Methodist Church (ñGenealogy Trails, 2011). 
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Community Profile 

 

 

 The city of Dunlap is 1,351 and between 2015 and 2016 the population dropped from 1,478 to 

1,351 and the percentage of people split almost 50/50, 47% are female and 53% being male. The 

age groups in Dunlap vary, most people are between 45-54 years of age, followed by people 

aged 35-44 years. The number of people aged 85 years and over are only 3% compared to the 

national average which is 1.9%. However, there is an increasing number of people that are 25-34 

but the current rate is 10.1%. I think this age group is increasing because more people are 

moving in at this age that increases the number. More specifically, the percentage of males 18 

years and older is 48.9 while the number of females is 51.1%. In most ages the population is 

slightly skewed more female than male.  

 

 The community is not that diverse, with most of the people in Dunlap being white, at 95.5%. 

The minority population is very small with 1.5% of black people. The city is not that diverse, but 

they do have an Asian population of 2.2%. There are less than 1% of Hispanics in the 

community.  

 

 

 

Wage by Race and Ethnicity 

 
 

 

There are plenty of trends that are changing because of the growth of the population. There are 

20% of people in the community that completed high school and achieved a degree, and after 

that there are only 32.1% of people that achieved a bachelorôs degree. This number is increasing 

because there are more people going to college. Their graduate school numbers are also higher 

than the national average, the number of people who completed graduate school was 20.1% 

compared to the national average of 11.6%. There are a large number of people in Dunlap that 

are married and this a number that also increased, more than half of the people in Dunlap are 

married, at a percentage of 64.9%. That is almost 20% more than the national average, before 

2016 Dunlap was almost at the national average for marriage rate. However, there are 25.9% 

percent of people that have never been married and 6.3% of people that are divorced compared 

to the national average of 11%. This trend has been steady. In the city there is only one language 

spoken and that is English. The only other language spoken is Spanish at 4.5%. This compared to 

Data USA (2016) 
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the national average is about the same for most of the communities. The average household 

income is $101,667 with a high number of people bringing home 100,000-149,000. This could 

be because the work industry is mainly split up between manufacturing, educational services, 

and professional or administrative work.  

 

Wage by Gender 

 
 

Facilities and Services Inventory and Analysis  

Public Agencies and Civil Services 

 

Dunlap Village is a very small community with limited resources. Because their community is so 

small they share a lot of their public agencies, city services, non-profit, and private for profit 

organizations with the city of Peoria. Some of their Public Agencies and City Services include: 

Dunlap Public Library, Dunlap High-School, Dunlap Middle School, Dunlap Valley Middle 

School, Dunlap Grade School, Hickory Grove Elementary School, Banner Elementary School, 

North Trail Park, Police Protection, Fire Protection, and Ambulance Services. 

Dunlap Library 

The Dunlap Library is a public facility located right in the center of the city that serves the 

community Monday through Saturday. Offering many services, programs, and events such as: 

Free Wi-Fi, Group readings, book giveaways, games, adult reading challenges, yoga classes and 

many events for all ages. 

 

Dunlap High School 

Dunlap High School is a public four-year high School located at 5220 W Legion Hall Road in 

Dunlap, Illinois. The high school offers a lot of opportunities for students after school. They also 

have a strong sports foundation and have sport facilities outside for specific sports like baseball, 

softball, and cross country that they allow the community to use for Recreation purposes. 

 

 

Data USA (2016)  
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Dunlap Grade School 

Dunlap Grade School is a public Elementary school located 301 S 1st St in Dunlap, Illinois in the 

heart of Dunlap just North of the Peoria Metropolitan area. Dunlap Grade School is home to 

about 250 students in grades K-5. 

 

Hickory Grove Elementary School 

Hickory Grove Elementary School is public Elementary school located 3020 W Willow Knolls 

Road in Peoria, Illinois. Currently they are the home approximately 700 students in grades K ï 

5.  In addition, they also house the District's Bright Futures and Early Childhood Special 

Education Pre-K programs. 

 

Banner Elementary School 

Banner Elementary School is a public elementary school located 12310 W Allen Rd in Dunlap, 

Illinois. Currently they are home to approximately 375 students in grades K-5. 

Dunlap Middle School  

Dunlap Middle School is a public middle school located 5200 W Cedar Hills in Dunlap, Illinois. 

Dunlap Middle School is one of two middle schools in Dunlap Community Unit District 323. 

This district is one of the fastest growing districts in the Peoria, Illinois area. Dunlap Middle 

school is currently home to nearly 650 students in grades six through eight. 

Dunlap Valley Middle School 

 Dunlap Valley Middle School is a public school located 13120 Route 91 in Dunlap, Illinois.  

North Trail Park  

North Trail park located 1621 W Meadowview Drive in Dunlap, Illinois is a part of the Peoria 

Park District which is shared with the Village of Dunlap. The Park is 25 acres with many 

recreational opportunities such as baseball, basketball, tennis, fishing, and more. It is a public 

park and is accessible to members in the community of Dunlap. 

Police Protection 

Dunlap does not have its own police department. The Peoria County Sheriffôs Office provides 

police protection for the village. Officers regularly drive through the village on patrol, and the 

Sheriffôs Office also responds to emergency calls. Officers on patrol use a Dunlap Fire 

Department station for breaks, helping them to maintain a presence in the Dunlap area. 

 

Fire Protection 

The village does not have its own fire department. The Dunlap Fire Protection District, a 

volunteer unit, serves the village and the surrounding area. The district serves an area of 

approximately 52 square miles and has 35 volunteer firefighters. The district does not provide 

ambulance service.  
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Ambulance Services 

Advanced Medical Transport (AMT) provides ambulance service for the village. AMT was 

formed by OSF Saint Francis Medical Center, Methodist Hospital and Proctor Hospital in 1991 

and operates the largest ambulance fleet in central Illinois.  

 

Dunlap has many public agencies and organizations accessible to, they do not have as many 

Non-Profit organizations accessible to them. Currently there are only two Non-Profit 

organizations that serve their community, which are Prospect Methodist Church and Dunlap 

Recreation Association. 

 

Prospect Methodist Church 

 Prospect United Methodist Church is located at 300 East Ash Street in Dunlap, Illinois. They are 

right under the water tower next to Dunlap Elementary School. The office is open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM. They have special services throughout the year and 

for Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday Love Feast, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 

Sunrise Service. They focus a lot of children and offer age-appropriate worship packets for 

children ages 3ï6 (purple cloth bags) and 7ï12 (clear plastic bags) with materials relating to the 

day's scripture lesson are available. They also have a religious based nursery during special 

holidays and events for ages newborn to five that is ran by paid and volunteered staff. 

Cedar Hills Baptist Church 

Cedar Hills Baptist Church is located at 12716 N Allen Rd in Dunlap, Illinois. They hold weekly 

bible study and prayer meetings Wednesdays at 7:00pm. On Sundays they have two services 

once at 11:00am and an evening service at 6:00pm. During both services they have a nursery 

staff available. Cedar Hills Baptist Church has no dress code and welcomes all visitors. 

Dunlap Recreation Association 

 Dunlap Recreation Association does not have a designated location. Since the Village of Dunlap 

does not have its own park district this organization provides some of the services a Park District 

would. They provide baseball, softball, lacrosse and basketball programs for kids in the Dunlap, 

IL area.  DRA is organized by volunteers and is completely funded by fees, donations, 

concessions and sponsorships 

Private for-profit recreati onal enterprises 
Dunlap 

Louisville Slugger Facility: Features a 125,000 sq. ft dome that houses two baseball fields and 

has 10 synthetic turf baseball fields. There is a full-service restaurant and bar on the complex, 

Suite Fire Bar & Grille. There are concession stands at each outdoor field and the complex also 

provides wireless internet. 
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Peoria/Peoria Area 

Riverplex : The Riverplex is a fitness facility that was 

created by the Peoria Park District and the OSF Saint 

Francis Medical Center. The Riverplex amenities include a 

pool, swim lessons, exercise programs, climbing walls, 

classroom rentals (including kitchen), 3 climate controlled 

basketball courts, fitness equipment, Kidz Korner 

(supervised playroom), group exercise, wellness services, 

and sports leagues (volleyball, flag football, pickleball). 

 

Peoria Riverfront Museum: Offers access to an 

amphitheater, planetarium, Land of Lincoln exhibit, and 

Mythical Creatures exhibit. 

Madison Golf Course: An 18-hole course 

Mossville Soccer complex: Is used as a focal point for all soccer played in the Peoria Park 

District 

Newman Golf Course: An 18-hole course 

Owens Center: An indoor ice skating facility featuring two full-size NHL rinks that offers skate 

lessons 

Kellogg Golf Course: An 18-hole course and executive 9-hole course 

Vagabond Tours: a tour planning agency 

 

Recreational amenities and events 

 

Dunlapôs school system provides recreational services to the community via organized sports. 

The focus of the school systemôs services is mainly directed toward the kids enrolled in the 

school district through organized sport programs. Dunlap Public library offers several programs 

for the community. The library seems to target kids and families with their programming efforts. 

They offer some programming directed towards seniors like óKnit n Stitchô but the primary focus 

seems to be kids and families. 

North Park: This park is geared toward active recreation. It contains a football field, baseball 

diamonds, and a basketball court. The park is used primarily for organized youth sports activities 

operated by the Dunlap Recreation Association and Dunlap teams in the Junior Football League 

of Central Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RiverPlex 
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Central Park: other than a picnic shelter, the park does not contain any recreation structures. The 

park is geared toward passive recreation instead of specific games and activities  
Copperfield Park: Offers a playground that contains slides, climbing apparatuses and a swing 

set. The playground is designed to have separate play areas for younger children and older 

children. The park is easily accessible; since the park is set within the Copperfield subdivision, 

children that live in the other neighborhood are able to walk or ride their bike to the park. 

Copperfield Park is a model for neighborhood parks that should be built, as additional residential 

areas are developed in the village. 

 

 
 

 

Dunlap Public Library: Hosts ñBook Nightsò which involved themed activities based on books 

Leslie Rutherford Park: Hosts cricket tournaments and has leisure space 

Singing Woods Nature Preserve: Has hiking, nature walking, non-consumptive recreation 

activities 

 

Peoria/Peoria Area: Bicycle Safety Town: Park that is designed as a place for kids to ride 

around on their bicycles. Features streets, traffic signals, and one-ways. 

Bicycle Safety Town, Peoria IL 
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Camp Wokanda: Mainly used for camping. Features cabins, dining hall, and program buildings. 

Programs include nature tours and environmental education. The camp has access to canoe 

launches, fishing, woodlands, and is a hotspot for hiking/biking trails in the area. 

 

Forest Park Nature Center: Features 7 miles for hiking. The center is environmentally focused 

and hosts educational nature classes for all ages 

 

Luthy Botanical Garden: Includes access to 

community gardens and has a tropical conservatory, 

theme gardens, seasonal shows and hosts various 

events (weddings, etc.) 

 

Peoria Playhouse: Focused on providing educational 

opportunities for children to play and develop. 

Peoria Zoo: Open to the public year-round, offers 

behind the scene tours and hosts special events.  

 

Sommer Park South: Reservation/rental only facility 

that is mainly used for picnics and outings 

 

Tawyn Oaks Field Station: Heavily focused on 

environmental restoration offering a prairie restoration 

area and ½ mile of handicap accessible trails and 

picnic areas 

 

Franciscan Recreation Complex: Advertised as the ñOne-stop shopò in West Peoria 

fort recreation and fitness. Features include baseball fields, full size gymnasium, 

dance studio, kitchen, playgrounds, soccer fields, and pickleball/tennis courts. 

 

Proctor Recreation Center: A family friendly recreation center with after-school programs. 

Includes baseball fields, two gyms, auditorium, lounge area, fitness room, outdoor splash pad, 

and basketball courts. 

 

Logan Recreation Center: A family friendly recreation center for South Peoria. Offers 3 outdoor 

lighted basketball courts, soccer field, kickball area, picnic area, water playground, lounge with 

computer access, multi-purpose recreation rooms, after-school programs, and gardens. 

 

Luthy Botanical Garden 

Peoria Zoo 



VILLAGE OF DUNLAP RECOMMENDATIONS 16 

 

Golf Learning Center: Offers lessons for all age ranges and skills utilizing an indoor putting 

range, all-season driving range, and par 3 pitch-and-

putt course.  
 

Gwynn Family Aquatic Center: Outdoor aquatic 

center featuring a water slide, diving well, and wet 

sand play area. 

 

Lakeview Recreation Center: Features two-court 

gymnasium and three multi-purpose rooms 

 

 

 

Greenways and Trails  
 

 

 The Rock Island Trail has increased the interest of local residents in bicycling for 

recreation. The goals of greenways and trails in Illinois are to provide efficient access between 

local areas, provide framework that incorporates bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, and 

complete a continuous trail system in the Tri-County Metropolitan Area. The State-wide plans 

intend to create a regional greenway and trail coordination that will allow users to access 

different parts of their county and ultimately the state.  

 For Dunlapôs Portion of the Rock Island Trail, it is one of the more popular sections of 

the Rock Island Trail. The trail integrates Dunlap into the trail plans of Peoria and then further 

across the state. Dunlap does not seem to have much focus on the trail entrances and signage and 

therefore leaves a feeling of under-utilization of the trail within the community. 

 

Environmental and Physical Resources Inventory and Analysis  

 

The environment and resources that surround a town are vital to determining what types 

of industry will be dominant in the community. Being that Dunlap is in a very rural community 

with a significant area of flat, fertile land surrounding it makes it a great area for agriculture. The 

Golf Learning Center 

Rock Island Trail in Dunlap, IL 
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analysis of the area in determining the land use and circulation of the town can make or break the 

future success that the town, and community, will be able to benefit from. 

 

Local Land Use 
Dunlap, historically, was always an open plains area with wooded areas, plenty of lakes, and 

rivers crossing the terrain. While most of the area has been cleared and turned into farmland, 

which was the foundation for this community, the farmland continued to spread and develop to 

the point where it has become the main ecosystem in the area. 

The main ecosystems in the area around Dunlap are cropland and woodland areas. The crop land 

is mainly comprised of corn and soybean fields and fills a portion of the local job market, but is 

by no means the main livelihood of the residents. Some of the cropand in the north of the town is 

being considered for an extension of North Park, however, it is privately owned and they are 

having a difficult time acquiring the land from its owner.  

 

 

Threats to the Ecosystems 
There are 18 different species that are considered on the endangered species list for Peoria 

County, these include more well-known animals such as the Lake Sturgeon and American Eel, as 

well as more unique species, such as, Northern Long-eared Myotis and Starhead Topminnow. 

Peoria County does a lot of work to ensure that these animals individual ecosystems are kept in 

proper condition with limitations on fishing and land development. 

Soil 

There is a diverse range of soil types across the city of Dunlap. The largest percentage of one 

type is Ipava silt loam which covers 23.1% of the area in Dunlap. The second largest percentage 

is Osco silt loam which covers 13.6% of the Dunlap area. Both of those two main soil types have 

low slopes of 0 to 2 and are categorized as prime farmland. This makes the area in and around 

Dunlap perfect for what it is currently being utilized for, having rich soil and very flat land gives 

a good look into why Dunlap started out as a farming community. 

 

                                        
 US Geological Survey  
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The map above, taken from the United States Geological Survey, shows the different rage of 

soils in the area.  

 

Ecological Land Features 
There are several wetlands within the area surrounding Dunlap, the most notable of which is the 

Kickapoo Creek. Kickapoo flows around Dunlap to the South and East. The creek flows past the 

town from the south then breaks into smaller tributaries where it flows mainly Southwest through 

the farmlands and towards Peoria. The creek also flows and is held in the Kickapoo Creek 

Watershed, which is in an area of potential for the town, while these water sources provide some 

recreation and scenery they are also at risk of flooding, being the only flood plains in the town 

there is some risk with development around these areas. With the relatively flat landscape 

flooding in the main sections of town is not a large issue, there are small flood zones just off of 

the Kickapoo Creek, mostly on the south bank.  

 

 

   
The map above shows the different environmental features of the area around Dunlap. It 

includes forest area, rivers, flood zones, and town borders. 

Dunlap Comprehensive Plan (2011) 
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Topography 

Dunlap being in a generally flat area makes topography data slightly less useful in development 

of the community, however there are two locations in Dunlap where the shift in elevation could 

cause constraints to development. These two notable depressions are located in the wooded area 

to the southwest of town, and one of the two is located just beyond the Copperfield subdivision 

which would limit development even further. The topography near the water does not have much 

fluctuation, and therefore does not provide too much of a harm toward expansion. However, the 

depression near the Copperfield subdivision could limit further construction of houses and 

expansion of the neighborhood. 

         
 

The map above shows the different heights of the plain and the hydrology related to those 

heights.  

 
Circulation 

The map below shows the main roads that run through the city of Dunlap. The Main road that 

runs through Dunlap is Highway 91, or 4th street when in town. It runs North to South through 

the entire stretch of Dunlap and has direct access to the High School and connects to Peoria. A 

couple of blocks from 4th street is 1st street which also runs most of the length of Dunlap, but 

then turns into W Cedar Hills Drive which then connects to Highway 41 and continues into 

Peoria. 1st street has direct access to the Rock Island Trail which runs for 38.2 total miles and 

Dunlap Comprehensive Plan (2011) 
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goes from Peoria, through Dunlap, and into Toulon. There is a private airport near Dunlap, 

which in not open to public use.    

 
 

Above shows the land boundaries and the main roads in and out of Dunlap.  

As stated previously the main use of land around Dunlap is farmland and has been such for many 

years, however there is more forest land and natural waterways than a large majority of small 

farm towns in Illinois which provides a lot of opportunities for recreation. With the small number 

of parks in the Village of Dunlap it is more common to use parks and land in Peoria for activities 

being that they are relatively close and there are more opportunities for a larger variety of 

activities.  

 

Dunlap Comprehensive Plan (2011) 
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Background Data 

  

Dunlap strategic plan was released in December of 2011. ñDuring that time, they had hope to 

bring on a park district as well as providing recreational facilities for users of all ages, and 

develop recreational programs for users for all agesò (Bishop et.al,2011). However, they were 

not able to establish a park district, yet they are able to still work with what they have now. 

Dunlap parks and recreation has a major impact on their community. ñTheir goals are to bring 

more people into the community by attracting them with their programs as well as their excellent 

park facilitiesò (Bishop et al, 2011). They want to make everyone feel welcomed.  

     

Though Dunlap is well known for their sports and their parks, they also have a famous 

trail that many people love to use. The trail is called Rock Island trail. It is roughly 40 miles 

long, and is mainly used for leisure biking, walking, and running. 

Dunlap was also trying to establish a park district. They decided to do a survey in which 

would state, how people felt about establishing a park district as well as if the parks and the 

programs now should be improved, and lastly stating what they may want to see in Dunlap. ñThe 

results came back and many were undecided about the park district. However, out of the survey, 

they realized that the people wanted increased recreation programming, the establishment of a 

park district, to improve existing parks, establishing a community/ recreation center, building a 

new playground, and building a swimming pool/ aquatic centerò (Bishop et. al,2011).  

     

Dunlap does not have many recreational services but the biggest one that they have is 

Dunlap Recreation Association. They have four different sports that they offer, and it is a great 

opportunity for children in Dunlap to be a part of. From a technology information standpoint, 

they have all of their information posted on their website. If there are any questions about any of 

the sports that provide, they have a tab for each of them, they also have a headline section on the 

homepage to show recent new and upcoming events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://et.al/
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Opportunities and Constraints Analysis 

 

 Dunlapôs strengths are in their space available, location of spaces, organized youth sports, 

and they have the Rock Island Trail running right through their downtown area. They have three 

different public parks with sports field and open area to accommodate almost any activity. If 

necessary, they can also host events at their schoolôs sport complexes which adds to their 

available space. The location of their spaces are well spread out within the community so that 

everyone has a space available to them within convenient distance. Dunlap has strong organized 

youth sports programs and has a large outreach for participation because of the large school 

district. The Rock Island Trail is a very interesting feature to the community because it adds a 

unique recreation space and it acts as another corridor to allow for bicycle commuters to stop and 

take their time in Dunlapôs downtown area. 

 

 Dunlapôs weaknesses are their lack of recreation outreach to the adults of the community. 

The majority of adults work in Peoria and take advantage of Peoriaôs recreational opportunities. 

The opportunities that Dunlap offers are suited for youth sporting events with their sport 

complexes and for small kids with their several playgrounds. Dunlap doesnôt necessarily have 

much space to create new recreational facilities because they assessed the community and found 

out that they value having open space. The main way to create new recreation opportunities will 

need to be through creative programming to keep the adults in Dunlap for their recreational 

needs. 

 

 Opportunities and Constraints for Dunlap are laid out on the maps below. Their main 

opportunities are their spaces for sports and events. The Rock Island Trail presents itself as an 

opportunity and constraint within Dunlap. It is an opportunity due to the fact that it runs right 

through downtown and gives potential business to the area. It is a constraint because there isnôt 

much signage on the road to let people know that it is part of the trail, the road it shares is a 

particularly busy road in the town, and it is potentially dangerous for bikers. The lack of signage 

for the trail is currently a constraint but can turn into an opportunity if they bring in creative 

designs for signage to bring more exposure to both the trail and to Dunlap. Similar to this, the 

trail entrances/exits to Dunlap are not visually pleasing. This is a big opportunity for Dunlap 

because they have the space to create something that expresses the feeling of Dunlap for people 

to see when they are entering the town to give them something to look forward to and when they 

are exiting the tow to give them something to look back upon. 
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North Park Opportunities and Constraints
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Central Park Opportunities and Constraints 
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Downtown, High School, and Copperfield Opportunities and Constraints 
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Community Needs Assessment 

 

The community may have some parks and programs within the village, but the challenge 

is about spacing and what might they need that will benefit them. Based off of research, the site 

does seem to lack programs for adults as well as having activities for kids to do who may not be 

interested in sports. Though Peoria is close enough to use their programs and facilities, it still 

becomes a challenge for parents. The challenge that most parents face is working in Peoria but 

having to drive back home to get their kids and going back to Peoria. Dunlap is in need of 

recreational programming to keep the community members in Dunlap to fulfill their recreational 

needs. The community has a mix of age demographics and currently Dunlap is only catering to a 

small portion of that demographic. The Dunlap Recreation Association is actively providing 

recreation opportunities to the youth and doesnôt have much for the older population. The village 

of Dunlap needs to communicate with the Dunlap Recreation Association on plans to provide 

opportunities for that age group.  

 Currently the Dunlap community members are mainly using Peoriaôs facilities for is 

exercise and social programs. Dunlap may not have the right facilities to accommodate this need, 

but they do have the right amenities. They have enough open park space to facilitate social 

programs or exercise programs in the park. They also have the Rock Island Trail within the 

village and can use the innate characteristics of the trail to compliment an exercise program. Our 

proposed recommendations are mainly based on the feedback the community gave us. The 

proposed programs and events are geared towards adults and seniors, although anyone can 

participate, because Dunlap showed interest in creative programming opportunities that arenôt 

focused on organized youth sports.  
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Group A Recommendations  

Programs  

Yoga in the Park  

 This program would take place during the Spring, Summer, and Fall depending on the 

weather. There can be two time-slots per day, 6-7am and 7-8am, during the weekdays so it does 

not interfere with school and work, as well as time-slots at 8-9 and 9-10 on Saturdays where 

most people will have a more open schedule. The program can be held on as many days per 

week as is necessary after seeing what the general interest from the community would be, but it 

would most likely be more practical to only hold it once or twice during the week and once on 

the weekend. We would need to find a yoga instructor to lead the classes, and we would provide 

online registration to get a typical feel for how many people to be expecting for an average 

lesson. We would hold the lessons on the large field in copper field park, where we could have a 

quiet and relaxing experience. Yoga mats will be provided to rent for those who do not have their 

own, hopefully this will encourage the participants to get their own mats and use them more 

frequently and incorporate yoga into their everyday lives.  

 

Goals & Objectives:  

¶ Create a healthy environment for the community to come together for an activity that 

promotes a healthy lifestyle 

¶ Help form a stronger bond between members of the community by bringing them 

together for a bonding experience. 

 

Need: 
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The need for activities that being the community together is something to look at in this 

case. Having a place where you can gather with your community members and have an 

enjoyable experience is something to cherish, and this could be a great gateway into create that 

type of community connection.  

Inclusion:  

 This is an activity that people from any age can participate in, being that the cost will be 

low and there is no set facility gives so many opportunities for anyone who wants to be a part of 

it. The program is open to everyone who wants to join and will offer benefits to anyone from any 

age group. Looking out for your health is very important and it is never too early or too late to 

start.  

 Staffing: 

 This program will require a yoga instructor for each class, depending on the number of 

people interested in taking part it may be smart to look for two or three who would be able to 

take over various time-slots. Additionally, it only costs $150 and the passing of an online test to 

become an instructor so there is potential for community members to fill the role.  

 Case Study:  

 The Urban park district holds a yoga in the park program every Saturday in 

Meadowbrook park from June to August. Their program runs from 9:00-10:00am on Saturday 

mornings and has an online calendar showing the times and dates. They offer their program for 

free and have yoga mats to spare if some people do not have their own. Our program could 

follow a similar strategy depending on participation and general interest.  
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Gardening Club/Trail Beautification  

The Gardening Club is a program that would be open to anyone of any age who wants to learn 

more about gardening. There would be an annual membership fee of approximately $20 that 

would include access to monthly informational meetings, interactive and engaging workshops, 

and various fundraising events throughout the year. Informational meetings can include topics 

such as vegetable gardening, houseplants, wildflowers, floral design, pumpkinology, and any 

other topics that members request. Workshops would include activities involved in the trail 

beautification process such as designing flower beds, choosing the right flowers for trails based 

on maintenance and cost, and planting the flowers at the trail heads and along the trail itself. 

Various fundraiser events that can be held would be a Spring plant sale, a seed sale, and a garden 

tour. A partnership opportunity could be Greenview Nursery, as they currently contribute to the 

Peoria Garden Club.  

Goals and Objectives: 

- Develop and encourage community membersô interest in all aspects of gardening 

- Provide community members of any age with a social and recreational program to 

participate in  

- Foster relationships within the community and promote bonding experiences  

- Provide information and educational meetings to members based on their interests 

and existing knowledge 

- Aid in the beautification process of the trail  

Location: The location of the trail beautification is mainly at the trail heads where people are 

coming off of the trail and seeing Dunlap for the first time. This is a way to make a good 

impression on people passing through the town on the trail as this is the first thing theyôll see in 

the town. Other locations would be anywhere along the trail, but focused around the benches and 

bike racks as this is where people will be stopping to sit and look around and it should look like a 

pleasant area to spend time.  

Need: 

The current community does not provide many recreational programs for older people in the 

community, and a gardening club would fill in this gap. While younger people are still able to 

join and participate in the club, this is a great opportunity for elders in the community to turn a 

solitary activity into a social one and provide them with a recreational program to fill their time. 

There is also a need for trail beautification because it is not currently aesthetically pleasing and it 

doesnôt make a great first impression about Dunlap to people passing through on the trail.  

Staffing: 

While there is no official staff for this program, there would need to be leaders in the club to hold 

the responsibility of planning and hosting the meetings and events. These would be volunteers in 

the community who ideally already have knowledge about gardening. The Peoria Gardening 

Club has a variety of different positions for people to hold, including President, Vice President of 

Programs, Vice President of Membership, and Civic Project Chairs. Having these different 
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Flower beds located at trail heads 

 

 

Case Study: 

The Peoria Gardening Club currently hosts monthly meetings on the first Thursday of each 

month September through May and has been a successful program within the community for 86 

years. These meetings contain information about various aspects of gardening and are 

approximately two hours long. They provide workshops once per month that typically revolve 

around creating crafts for gardens. They also host fundraisers in the Spring and Summer to raise 

money for their programs and fees. While Peoria is a larger community and has access to more 

members and opportunities, our program could follow the same guidelines and ideas.  

 

  

Flowers around benches along the trail 
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Events 

Walk the Trails 

 

 Walk the trails would be an annual event that happens every first day of summer, June 

21st. People would all meet in the middle of town and walk the trail that goes through the town. 

This is a free event that would bring the town together and encourage the people that participated 

to shop with the stores in town. This event is not targeted toward one audience, so the whole 

town are welcomed to come out. The event can be led by anybody in the community, word 

would spread by word of mouth. People in the town would be encouraged to wear any Dunlap 

clothing that they have.  

Goals and objectives:  

Bring the town together in order to further build the townôs sense of community. Also to 

encourage people in town to get out and shop with the stores in the area.  

¶ Have a day set annually for all people to get together in the community. 

¶ Use the trail in the community to the get the full town experience. 

Need:  

This program would be a perfect opportunity for the town to utilize the trail and bring the 

community together right before the summer. This event would also bring excitement to the 

children who just got out of school for the summer.  

Inclusion:  

This program would be available for all ages to participate in and would welcome all members of 

the community to participate.  

Staffing: There could be one person in charge of orchestrating where people would meet before 

the walk, and where they would end.  
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Evaluation:  

After the trail surveys could be sent out to assess the community and to give the people a chance 

to respond to how they felt about the hike and what improvements they want to be made.   

Example town:  

  In Wichita, Kansas they have a day where all people walk the new trials through 

the city. On Wednesday, May 18, 2011 the whole city got together at 11am and walked the new 

trails through the city. This was a free event that was created to start a fun, cheap event that 

brought the town together and informed them about all the events and deals in town. Even the 

mayor participated in this event and the walk led them to many different places and destinations 

in the town.  

 

Street Dance  

 A street dance would be a great opportunity for everybody in the community to get 

together and put on a performance. The event would happen every summer at the end of August. 

This event could be led by anybody in the community and it would help improve the sense of 

community. The event would happen on 2nd street and it would be from 12-9.  

Need:  

This street dance would be a chance for people in the community to collaborate and bring ideas 

together to further develop the sense of community. This event would also give a chance for 

street vendors to set up and promote their products.  

Inclusion: The street dance would attract people of all ages to come out and enjoy each otherôs 

company. There would be a-lot of people that would come and participate in the street dance and 

the vendors would have products that attracted all ages.  
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Staffing:  

There would need to be one person in charge of getting people to park their cars on both sides of 

the street to close the road off. Each individual vendor would be informed when the street dance 

was so they knew when to come out to the event.  

Evaluation: After the street dance, surveys could be sent out to the people to see how they felt 

about them and if they enjoyed the event.  

 

Goals and objectives:  

To incorporate all ages of the community in the street dance 

¶ Making this event annual and getting vendors to set up at the dance and sell their product.  

¶  Bring the older crowd out specifically to the street dance 

¶  Increase the awareness of the vendors in town and getting them more recognized.  

 Example street dance  

   

 

 The dance mile is an example of a block party or street dance that benefits the 

community. The dance mile is a more advanced concept of what the street party could turn into 

but for Dunlap it would be a small event that happens on their main street.  
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Facilities  

Trail Enhancements  

Greenway trails are recognized for their ability to connect people and places together. Having 

one in your community allows many opportunities such as enhancing existing recreational 

opportunities, providing routes for alternative transportation, and improving the overall quality 

of life in an area. The amenities we are recommending are simple but extremely valuable to 

communities. We believe adding these suggested amenities along specific areas of The Rock 

Island Trail will help encourage and promote these opportunities and have a high positive impact 

on the culture and community as a whole. 

Goals and Objectives: 

 Add amenities near trail that provide convenience 

¶ Benches 

¶ Bike parking 

¶ Bike maintenance stations 

¶ Pet waste eliminators 

 

Make trail more appealing to promote more use 

¶ Replace old signage with new colorful, simple, and noticeable signage 

¶ Beautify trail by adding flowers and amenities 

 

Recommended Amenities 

Benches: 

      

Adding benches along the Rock Island Trail will give trail users a reason to stop into town 

potentially increasing visitors. Thereôs a lot published research on the many impacts and benefits 

of having public spaces. Researchers have found that having public rest areas in a community 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwit0ZL99szaAhVK5IMKHSD4CRsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.belson.com/Recycled-Plastic-Malibu-Park-Bench-In-ground-Mount&psig=AOvVaw3stXSH9vBFzKW2JDeq_-NB&ust=1524453710026939
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiphcjA98zaAhUR8YMKHUSeDA8QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.pilotrock.com/aspx/Shop/Series.aspx?seriesid%3D3&psig=AOvVaw0cn8jJvt7J4Y8Mtg69jkXb&ust=1524453908514095
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increases social welling being and allows people to connect with one another. Access to free 

public benches is also beneficial for physical health, because they can provide resting places for 

those with limited mobility to walk around. They also provide places to sit for people who want 

to meet in large groups. By increasing social well-being and allowing opportunities for people in 

the community to connect with each other the village can foster robust community spirit and 

pride throughout the village.  

 

Added benches should provide: 

¶ ADA accessibility 

¶ Visibility  

¶ Comfort 

Bicycle Racks and Maintenance Stations: 

    

Adding more bike parking will encourage more bicycle riders to use the trail and encourage 

current riders who use the trail to stop in those areas. 

Bike parking should be: 

¶ Easy to find 

¶ Near businesses 

¶ In high traffic areas 

¶ Secured and off the side walk 

 

Bike Maintenance Stations: 

A bike maintenance station provides the tools necessary to perform basic bike repairs and 

maintenance, from changing a flat to adjusting brakes and derailleurs. The tools are securely 

attached to the stand with stainless steel cables and tamper-proof fasteners. Hanging the bike 

from the hanger arms allows the pedals and wheels to spin freely while making adjustments. 

Adding a few of these stations adjacent to Rock Island Trail will give bikers who use the trail 

quick access to a repair station providing them with convince and a sense of safety knowing that 

have those resources easily accessible.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiMp-jz-czaAhXM34MKHV7gBFkQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.parkitbikeracks.com/park-it-galvanized-bike-racks&psig=AOvVaw0jRfxrbC5skc4ngMb9TCgf&ust=1524454543886920
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-4JeQ-szaAhVF7YMKHYzhDT0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.kirbybuilt.com/park-it-bike-racks-3&psig=AOvVaw0jRfxrbC5skc4ngMb9TCgf&ust=1524454543886920
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Stations should be: 

¶ Located in high traffic areas 

¶ Easily accessible 

¶ Visible 

Pet waste eliminators & Trash Cans 

Pet waste eliminators keeps the community clean. 

                                  

¶ Encourage pet owners to use trail  

¶ Convenient to dump trash  

¶ Promotes clean environment  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ54OY-8baAhWp54MKHc9lCdEQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.cyclehoop.com/product/pumps-stations/deluxe-repair-station/&psig=AOvVaw2OUkVmw3jftrmVD3amOFC9&ust=1524248717781855
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjOypCYgs3aAhVH1oMKHV37CXoQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.aaastateofplay.com/air-kit-3-with-waterproof-gauge-bike-air-pump/&psig=AOvVaw2VZLCmZUXpImzAAiO5-ZaI&ust=1524456746194244
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcs96Rhc3aAhXF4IMKHTO5BbkQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.jrbenterprises.com/dog-poop-bag-dispensers/dog-bag-dispensers-detail&psig=AOvVaw0tsKjKxthLgfCrZcBv-_-Q&ust=1524457475450753
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Trail Signage: 

Signage is an important component in every town. Improving trail signage and its uses can have 

a huge impact on facility use, visitors, local businesses, and the overall quality of the trail. Ideal 

signage will include information about nearby rest areas, attractions, green spaces, local 

businesses and emergency services. 

Suggested Designs: 

                                                    

    

 

 

 

Rest Areas & 

Green Spaces 

Local 

Business 

Nearby 

Park 

Emergency 

Services 

 

Ex. Entrance to trail sign 

άп Ȅ п Ȅ тнέ tƻǎǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ aŀǊƪŜǊ 

made of fiberglass reinforced 

composite metal 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiuxenDlM3aAhURiIMKHWEDBhgQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiuxenDlM3aAhURiIMKHWEDBhgQjRx6BAgAEAU%26url%3Dhttps://www.pinterest.com/pin/6614730680578823/%26psig%3DAOvVaw3iPRRM5wvaX93reTP8ukY3%26ust%3D1524461464955318&psig=AOvVaw3iPRRM5wvaX93reTP8ukY3&ust=1524461464955318
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjK99eRlc3aAhVlxYMKHdSXAdEQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.gcparkstrails.com/234/Old-Town-Reserve&psig=AOvVaw3iPRRM5wvaX93reTP8ukY3&ust=1524461464955318
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 Suggested Signage Locations Map 

 

Signage Recommendations 

Existing Signage: Dunlap Village has existing signs near some of the suggested areas but 

existing signage is either difficult to see or confusing.  

Painted Bicycle Lane: A painted bicycle lane that leads trail users into the downtown area will 

help to facilitate where bikers on the trail go. It will also provide a safer route for bikers into the 

downtown area 

.    
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Welcome Signs: Welcome signs at the entrance from Rock Island Trail into Dunlap will provide 

trail users basic information about the town such as: Name, map, miles of trail, current location. 

   

Amenity Directions Sign: Amenity Directions sign should be placed throughout the downtown 

areas ideally they will inform people of nearby rest areas, green spaces, restrooms, local 

businesses, and more. These signs can be used as potential advertisement.  

Bike Maintenance Station: The suggested area for the Bike Maintenance Station is next to City 

Hall in the downtown area. We thought that would be a good location because again it will pull 

more people into that area. Also, when City Hall is open people who use the Bike Maintenance 

Station could also have access to public restrooms and water. 
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Tr ail Beautification 

Easy to maintain flowers will be a great addition that adds color and beauty to the trail. We 

recommend planting flowers that are both easy to grow and maintain. 

Suggested Flowers: 

       

 

The purpose of these trail improvements is to maximize the impacts and benefits of having a 

greenway trail in Dunlap Village. Greenway Trails provide a wide variety of health, economic, 

and social benefits in many communities. Our goal is that with these small enhancements to your 

trail that your community will experience the same impacts and benefits. 

Case Study: 

Ludlam Trail  
6 miles  

Miami, Florida  

ñThe development of Ludlam Trail will save the community between $1.68 million and $2.25 

million annually in direct medical costs related to lack of physical exercise while leading to 

approximately 4,931 to 6,579 area residents becoming new exercisers. Residents within the 

Ludlam Trail Study Area can expect to lose or keep off between 32,664 and 109,939 pounds of 

weight annually by burning between 2.19 million and 7.39 million calories (kilocalories) per 

week while exercising on Ludlam Trail.ò  

Trail Benefits Study: Ludlam Trail Case Study (2011)  

http://www.miamidade.gov/parksmasterplan/library/trail-benefits-report.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Cone Flowers Black Eyed Susan 

http://www.miamidade.gov/parksmasterplan/library/trail-benefits-report.pdf
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Greenway Walking Path of North Park  

 A greenway is a place where you can feel removed from the constraints of your town and 

enjoy the nature around you. It gives you a peacefully place to take a walk and relax while doing 

something active. The greenway that we are suggesting will wrap around the baseball fields, 

practice field, and some of the landing being purchased. We will make use of the small boarder 

of land on the outside of the baseball fields fence and the newly purchased area of land right next 

to it to create this place of escape. From measurements to scale on the map we estimate that you 

will have no trouble having a walking path around ½ of a mile, and making the plans so that the 

measurements are exact or very close to an easily recognizable length can help the public to 

know how much they have walked in a day and promote the idea of walking for a set distance 

and possible going longer and longer each time they come out. Other amenities will include 

benches along the path with plenty of tree coverage for shade and a view of the baseball fields so 

that parents who are walking the path can watch their kids who are playing. This would be a 

great place for a day with the family, the kids can play while their parents can sit and enjoy 

themselves while not having to worry about their kids being safe. Additionally, the greenway 

would be closed from dusk till dawn and we advise against artificial lighting in the area. Studies 

show that areas that are lit at night may seem like they are safer to most people, however, there is 

no correlation between light and reduced crime rates. All that the lighting does is make people 

feel safer, it does not actually make the area any less susceptible to dangerous activities. We 

want the people who visit the park to be safe and enjoyable for all of the community. Greenways 

can be a fantastic addition to their community, they bring beatification to any area they are 

developed in and serve numerous recreational purposes.  

 

Goals & Objectives: 

¶ Provide the community a place where they can exercise in a peaceful and natural 

environment  

¶ Have a recreational area where people can come together and recreate in a safe 

environment with their family.  
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Needs: 

 The community lacks the aesthetic of a natural walking path, while the rock island trail is 

there it is not always the best for walking, and the sections that merge into town are not very safe 

for walkers to cross. Having a walking path with quiet spaces and benches to relax near to where 

your children are playing will be a great benefit for the community. Being in a community that 

recreates together and looks more natural and pleasing is a great way to strengthen the feelings of 

community.  

Inclusion: 

The walking park can be a great place for anyone to come and enjoy themselves, all ages 

can benefit from walking the trails and enjoying the natural scenery. With no stairs or 

limitations, besides the parkôs curfew, anyone can come and go as they please and have no 

trouble participating in the wonderful experiences that are possible there.  

Staffing: 

The only staffing that this would require is the cleaning of the trail and general upkeep of 

the park, with cleaning any trash in the park, mowing the grass, and sweeping off the sidewalks 

the time and energy will be minimal. This of course is not including the construction of the 

walking path and the planting of the trees.  

Case Study: 

In Clifton, Illinois there is a Greenway that follows the main road through the town. It 

was headed by a committee designed to get people interested in the prospect and was able to be 

very easily funded by a lot of donations by the people of the town and by grants the town applied 

for. The Clifton Greenway is now a staple in the community and is in plain view every time you 

drive thorough the town. When passing you will no doubt see a member of the community 

walking the path, taking their dog for a walk, or riding their bikes and enjoy the natural 

environment. After an interview with John Caspary, the head of the greenway project, he told me 

some of the details of the project, including that it was built in two parts, it took around five 

years to complete the entire project, and their budget was around $500,000.  
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Project Development  

Budget 

In this section we provide a budget for each proposed recommendation. The budgets listed 

consist of estimated cost from online vendors. The budgets listed are to provide a general idea of 

what each recommendation may cost the Village. 

Trail Improvements Budget 

Item & 

Quantity 

Vendor Unit Cost Est. cost 

Benches (4) http://www.thebenchfactory.com $528.68 $2,114.72 

Bike racks (4) https://parkwarehouse.com/product/parktastic-7-

bike-wave-bike-rack/ 

$175 $700 

Pet bag 

dispensers (2) 

https://www.dogwastedepot.com $119.99 $239.98 

Bike 

Maintenance 

Station (1) 

https://www.theparkcatalog.com $695.00 $695.00 

Trail Marking 

Post Signs (4) 

https://www.berntsen.com/Parks-Recreation/Trail-

Posts-Signs-Decals/Land-Recreation-Trail-Post-

Signs-

Decals/ctl/ShoppingCart/mid/894/LastProduct/1640 

$84.35 $337.40 

Trash Cans(4) https://www.uline.com/BL_6786/Wire-Mesh-

Containers 

$180 $720 

Custom made 

Entrance Signs 

TBD N/A TBD 

Painted Bike 

Lanes 

TBD Varies TBD 

Installation 

Fees 

TBD  TBD 

 Estimated Total Budget  TBD 

 

Greenway Budget 

Item & 

Quantity 

Vendor Unit Cost Est. Cost 

Concrete 

walkway 

 

TBD N/A $160,000.00 

Benches (5) http://www.thebenchfactory.com/classic-park-

benches  

$200-$500 $1,750.00-

$2,500.00 

 

Pre-Grown 

Trees (5) 

https://howmuch.net/costs/tree-install $1000 $5,000.00 

http://www.thebenchfactory.com/classic-park-benches
http://www.thebenchfactory.com/classic-park-benches
https://howmuch.net/costs/tree-install


VILLAGE OF DUNLAP RECOMMENDATIONS 45 

 

Water 

Fountains 

https://www.supply.com/shop $1000.00 TBD  

 Estimated Total Cost  $174,650.00 

 

Yoga in the Park Budget 

Item and Quantity Vendor Unit 

Cost 

Est. Cost 

Yoga Mats (20) https://www.walmart.com/ip/CAP-

Fitness-Yoga-Mat/46335643 

 

$10.00  

$200 

Instructor Community Member N/A Fair 

 Estimated Cost  TBD 

 

Gardening and Trail Beautification Budget 

The budget compiled contains general information based on various budgets from other towns 

and villages. This information comes from a sample budget provided by the Oregon Garden 

Clubs Organization and Topsham Garden Clubôs 2013 budget proposal. The actual amounts will 

depend on the specific flowers used in the beautification process, the amount of flowers used, 

how many donations are received, how much money is earned from fundraisers, the amount of 

members, and the amount of gardening supplies needed based on amount of members and what 

they themselves already have. There may be additional expenses as well based on if the club 

joins the state and national garden club organizations which provide benefits such as program 

help, awards and scholarships, newsletters, and project suggestions. Some of these expenses such 

as trail beautification and gardening supplies will be most expensive at the beginning of the 

program, and will decrease after the first year.  

Street Dance Budget 

Item and Quantity Vendor Est Cost 

Rental of 3x10 Banner https://www.buildasign.com/custom-

banners 

$50.40 

DJ Cost TBD $100 per hour 

 Estimated Total Cost $450.40 

 

 

 

 

https://www.supply.com/shop
https://www.walmart.com/ip/CAP-Fitness-Yoga-Mat/46335643
https://www.walmart.com/ip/CAP-Fitness-Yoga-Mat/46335643
https://www.buildasign.com/custom-banners
https://www.buildasign.com/custom-banners
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Potential Funding Resources and Partnerships  

Partnerships 

Local Businesses- New trail amenities include new signage that directs trail users into 

community areas and towards local businesses; because this is a form of advertisement local 

business make consider making donations towards trail enhancements because it has the 

potential increase local visits and business. 

School District - Car Wash: A car wash is an easy and simple fundraising idea.  The supplies you 

need is simple and inexpensive.  Choose what type of washes you want to provide and the price. 

The village could partner with local schools and use a small percentage for trail amenities and 

donate the rest to the schoolsô recreational programs.  

Green View Nursery: We were informed that Green View Nursery a large landscaping company 

that serves a lot central Illinois could be a potential partner in beautification of the trail. They 

could assist starting a community garden, designing, and planting materials.  

Fundraisers 

Taste of Dunlap -This can be a food tasting event similar to the Taste of Chicago where you 

invite all the local chefs in your town or nearby areas to cook their best dish and set up a table. 

You can charge a fee for chefs to participate and set up a booth and charge for raffle tickets that 

people would need in order to taste the food at each table. This can be located in the downtown 

area and can potentially become an annual event.  

Donations 

 Donations are a great way to get your community involved and interested in the amenities 

that you are placing inside of your town. When you donate a tree or a bench to the community 

your bond with it grows, we want the members of this community to feel like they are connected 

to the new facilities. Being open to donations from local businesses and families while making 

the recreational amenities for the town can get them recognition such as, having a plaque on a 

bench or bike rack that your money went towards funding. There could even be a possibility of 

having something such as the greenway dedicated in your name if the amount of your donation 

helped to make it possible. The more connection people feel to the areas around their town, the 

greater sense of community they feel.  

Grants  

 Public grants are often given to communities that are trying to improve their amenities or 

develop new ones, many are given only to non-profit organizations. As in the case of the Clifton, 

Illinois greenway, having a non-profit organization in charge of the creation of the trail helped 

enormously with the receiving of grants. Grants were a major part of the funding for their 

greenway and having applied for around a dozens of them it was a huge reason that they were 

able to create the greenway at all.  
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Phasing Plan  

 Phase I 

 This stage will mainly consist of the planning and budgeting of the items that you intend 

to incorporate into your community. You need to look at the needs of your community and pic 

the programs and facilities that you want, with that you can begin to fundraise, look at potential 

grants, partnerships, and look for community donations.  

¶ Decide which recreational amenities your community needs 

o Yoga in the Park & Walk the Trails- Summer 

o Street Dance- End of Summer 

o Gardening Club- Next Spring 

¶ Advertise to the community 

¶ Start writing grants 

o Greenway & Trail Enhancements  

¶ Lay the groundwork and start managing your budget 

Phase II 

Once you have chosen the amenities you are going to move forward with you will need to 

start laying the ground work. This means, for example, the integration of the walking path in 

north park needs to have the land purchased from the farm land set and prepped for permanent 

use, the first and largest trail signs will need to be put up, and resources like yoga mats, 

gardening tools, and the cleaning of the trail area.   

¶ Infrastructure prep  

o Develop land in North Park  

¶ Resource sourcing   

¶ Beautification   

o Planting along trail  

¶ Bids for construction  
 

 

Phase III 

 This stage will mostly consist of the construction and implementation. This is where you 

start the phases of building the facilities and implementing the programs. This stage can take less 

than a year for some of the projects, however, it could also take up to around five years for 

something such as the greenway walking path.  

 Once you have the chosen programs and events chosen from your previous stage you will 

start to incorporate them into the normal flow of your town. Hosting the first street dance, or the 

instillation of a monthly gardening club can set a standard and a repeating pattern that could end 

up being a staple in your community. When the people of your town start to see the work that is 
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being put into the town and how it is improving the atmosphere they will become more invested 

and excited about future prospects. 

¶ Start of construction   

o Focus on Trial Improvements  

o Move on to Greenway with time 

¶ Making routines out of events   

o Walk the Trails & Street Dance every summer 

¶ Getting the people of the town informed and involved 

 

Phase IV 

 This is the wrapping up of all that you have worked for this will include some dedications 

to high donors, grand opening, and the regular implementation of programs. With this stage you 

will see the community members start to incorporate these new amenities into their lives, and the 

amenities themselves will see more use. This is an important stage where you need to get the 

people of your community involved and excited, having small events at the openings and overall 

being excited about the additions will have a huge impact on the future success of your new 

amenities.  
 

¶ Dedication plaques  

o Connecting People with new amenities   

¶ Grand openings   

¶ Small events in congratulations   

¶ Enjoyment 
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Marketing Recommendation  

Marketing Assessment 

The recreational amenities that we are purposing for Dunlap are all in good health and 

have the thought of community building behind them. With our walking trail and trail 

improvements we are giving the community a chance to be active and participate in a positive 

and natural environment. With our programs such as trail beatification and social events we are 

giving the members of your town a change to grow together in their community. As far as 

financial benefits to Dunlap, you will see little gain from most of the amenities, however, you 

could see income from events like the street dance and money coming into the town from people 

on the Rock Island Trail who, with the new improvement, will be more likely to stop off in the 

town. Aside from the small bit of increased tourism and potential earnings off of the program 

you will mostly see a significant cost to the town, however, with proper fundraising and grant 

proposals you can minimize the direct costs to the town.  

In a similar situation with the town we cited in our greenway project proposal they saw 

an increase in the number of people who were using the path for recreational running and biking, 

this shows an interest in the general activities and a possible increase in those activities due to 

the new space in which to do it. If we can have more of the community in Dunlap participating in 

these activities and pursuing a healthy lifestyle our walking path will be more than successful.  

Community Branding 

Dunlap Village doesnôt have a solid brand as of now but with our recommendations we are more 

than confident that will change. With the expected outcomes of our recommended trail 

enhancements, facilities, events and programs we anticipate that Dunlap Village will start to 

build their brand around being a small, close and inclusive beautiful community. 

Marketing Plan and Strategies 

 Our strategy to market our program will be through social media, word of mouth through the 

town and also promotion. Most of our audience are on Facebook so it will be easy to 

communicate our programs to them. We could also put our events on the Dunlap website but we 

hope that most of the marketing is done through word of mouth. However, with a-lot of people 

being on Facebook this attracts an older crowd that will come out to our events. Once adults 

come then they will bring their children, who would bring their friends. Once children know 

about the events then we can go into the middle school and other schools in the community and 

tell the children and teachers about our programs. This marketing through the school will ensure 

that people know about the programs. There are also other marketing strategies that will work 

such as passing out flyers inside popular stores, and posting flyers around town. Constantly 

seeing these flyers will convince people to come to the event and it will bring the community 

together. 
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Group B Recreation Recommendations  
 
Facilities  
 

 

  

The map above is showing the facilities that we recommend implementing and their 

relationship to one another. As of right now, there is a lot of open space in North Park and can 

benefit from installing fresh amenities. The dog park is dependent on obtaining the east plot of 

land, but the other amenities are only contingent on time and financials. The backbone of our 

facility recommendations is ensuring that all of them are inclusive and that they can integrate 

well with North Park. 

 

Bocce Ball Courts 

 

Bocce ball is played like curling in that you want to get your ball as close to a target ball 

as possible while knocking the other teamôs ball away from the target ball. Dunlap is in need of 

an amenity that attracts adults besides baseball/softball fields. Bocce ball is also in line with 

Dunlapôs vision of having its amenities inclusive because it does not restrict anyone of any age 

or ability level as it is currently a Paralympic sport. This is a relatively inexpensive amenity 

when considering the cost of other similar facilities and is, for the most part, self-maintaining.  

Bocce ball official court regulations are 90ft x 13ft but due to limited space and the fact 

that Bocce ball courts can be modified to fit any space we are recommending 60ft x 10ft courts. 

This size allows for two courts to be in the targeted area while having enough room for 

accessible seating and walking areas. They can be smaller than this, but it might feel cramped 

while playing. The optimal surface for a Bocce ball court is synthetic sport turf. 
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The storage of the balls is a somewhat complicated thing. They need to be readily 

accessible, but they canôt be left out at the courts because there is the chance of theft/vandalism. 

We recommend having the Bocce balls in a centralized location, such as a town hall or 

something of that nature, for people to check-out and return. We do not recommend associating a 

cost with the check-out of balls because we visualize this amenity to be free and open for 

everyone. 

 

Goals and Objectives: 

¶ Provide a small sports space for people to come and enjoy themselves without 

having to take up a large area like a baseball field 

o If using a baseball field for recreational purposes, the person may feel like 

they arenôt using the space to its fullest potential and are restricting 

someone else from using its potential 

o Bocce ball courts are small and have a specific purpose to be fulfilled 

o Give people in Dunlap something they can participate in that is not 

focused on youth sports 

¶ Implement an amenity that is inclusive to all members of the community 

o Some age groups, specifically seniors, are wary and self-conscious about 

participating in sporting activities 

o Bocce ball is an activity that can be played at oneôs own pace (similar to 

golf) and does not require a high amount of physical exertion 

o By providing circular benches and umbrellas, it invites people to watch 

without being in direct sunlight and without being restricted to only facing 

a certain direction 

o Potential for a Bocce ball sub-community 

o If the walking path and Bocce ball courts are both implemented, the 

walking path would go passed the courts and bring attention to the courts 

themselves and the game at hand 
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North Park 
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Bocce Ball Courts in North Park 

Case Study: 

Randolph Park in Arlington, Virginia has implemented Bocce ball courts within their 

park. They have provided seating options and have planted trees and shrubs to give it a more 

natural feel. They have made their courts by rental only which provides the town with a little 

extra money to help with refunding the cost and potential maintenance of the courts. 

 

 

 

 
Randolph Park, Arlington Virginia (Arlington) 
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Randolph Park, Arlington Virginia (Arlington) 

Quiet Area 
 

 Quiet areas are a place for people to go to feel relaxed and secluded. These areas tend to 

have a lower amount of external noise than other places, hence their name. Parks utilize quiet 

places to create a micro-environment that feels like it is a part of nature. This is achieved by 

utilizing trees, shrubs, and other natural plants. The addition of a calm water feature can become 

an attraction as much as the space itself. It creates a focal point to base design around and also 

provides a relaxing background noise for the people visiting this space. 

 

 Goals and Objectives: 

¶ Create a place of relaxation and peacefulness for the community 

o The community does not currently have a natural space within village 

limits apart from the Rock Island Trail 

o The Rock Island Trail can be deterring to some because it is a trail and has 

the connotation of it needs to be walked on and has nowhere to sit 

o The implementation of a quiet area will give the community a space where 

they can sit down and gather their thoughts 

¶ Provide a place for special needs community members to go 

o Dunlap noted that they would like to see a place in their parks that would 

be inviting to everyone, especially those with special needs 

o  

o The qualities of being appealing to the eye, soft on the ears, and good on 

the body will prove as an excellent place for anyone who wants to just get 

away without having to travel very far 

o  
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Quiet Area in North Park 

 Seating: 

¶ The seating in the quiet area must be inviting. The use of swinging benches gives 

the feeling of relaxation because they can move and arenôt quite as fixed as 

traditional benches. The seating needs to be facing in a direction that proves a 

purpose (i.e. facing the water feature) and have its back to something comforting 

(i.e. the tree line). The Prospect Refuge Theory states that people like to be in an 

area that they can freely see out but feel like they are sheltered. If the seating was 

in the middle of the area, then people will feel vulnerable and will be on edge. By 

having the seating around the edge of the tree line gives the feeling of shelter 

which leads to enhanced relaxation. 

 
  

 Water Feature: 

¶ By having a water fountain, it gives a soft and subtle acoustic to the area. Without 

the fountain, the sounds from outside may pierce through to the area. The sound 


