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                      Cicadas 2024 - A Once in a Lifetime Experience

                    

                                          
                                                  Learn more about the upcoming May and June appearances of Broods XIII and XIX, the life cycle of cicadas, what to expect in our area, and why this is a once-in-a-lifetime occurrence for most people. Jay Solomon, Extension Educator, will share pertinent information about cicadas and what we can expect. This program will be held on Tuesday, April 23 at 6:30 p.m. at the Warren Township Public Library.
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                      Serve it Safely: Non-restaurant Food Handlers Course

                    

                                          
                                                 Selling and serving food remains a popular fundraising activity for many community groups. If you belong to a service club, church group, youth group, special interest club, or any non-profit organization, chances are good that you sell food. Learn food safety practices that are consistent and meet local and state regulations and more with this class in Jo Daviess on April 13.
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                      Wee Nats Take a Closer Look at Prairies 

                    

                                          
                                                 Learn about nature at Wee Nats (Wee Naturalists) a fun, interactive program for youth ages 4-7. Learn about Prairies through a story, activity, craft, and hike. University of Illinois Extension 4-H Youth Educator, Kelly Lafferty, will lead the program at the University of Illinois Extension office, located at Highland Community College on Saturday, April 6. 
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        Certified Food Protection Management Course 

      
      
            April 9, 2024
 - April 12, 2024
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        Native Shrubs
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        Water Bath and Pressure Canning Basics

      
      
            April 11, 2024
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        Serve it Safely: Non-Restaurant Food Handlers Course 

      
      
            April 13, 2024
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            April 4, 2024


      
        Winnebago County 4-H members present speeches at the Public Speaking Contest


        
            Winnebago County 4-H held its first 4-H show of 2024 on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at the University of Illinois Extension Office.  Four area youth presented speeches on a variety of topics.  “What a wonderful representation by our 4-H members tonight, “ stated Becky Gocken, Extension Program...
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            April 4, 2024


      
        Vining Through Pumpkin Production


        
            Join University of Illinois Extension Local Foods and Small Farms Educator Grant McCarty as he takes you through how to successfully grow pumpkins. This program will be held on Thursday, May 9, 2024 starting at 1:30 p.m. at the Jo Daviess County Extension Office, 204 N. Vine St...
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            April 4, 2024


      
        Extension to hold pressure canner dial gauge testing clinics


        
            Canning season is fast approaching! Are you ready? Have you had your pressure canner gauge tested lately? Did you know the dial gauges need to be tested yearly to ensure accuracy?

Pressure canners are the only safe home food preservation method for canning low-acid foods. This is because...
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            April 2, 2024


      
        Future forests rely on stewardship, knowledge of private landowners


        
            FREEPORT, Ill. — A forest is many things. Trees provide food and shelter for wildlife. Their leaves clean the air, and their roots filter water, slow floods, and prevent soil erosion. Timber products are crucial to local economies and tourism. Forests and woodlands also once made up more than a...
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            March 25, 2024


      
        Become a Certified Food Protection Manager—Course held in May in Rockford


        
            Do you currently have a position handling food, or are you looking for a job in the food industry?

If so, consider becoming a Certified Food Protection Manager. The Illinois Department of Public Health requires retail food establishment managers to obtain an American National...
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4-H Youth Development
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Agriculture
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Community Economic Development
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Horticulture
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Illinois Nutrition Education Programs
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Local Foods & Small Farms
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Natural Resources, Energy & Environment
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Nutrition & Wellness
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            Jo Daviess, Stephenson and Winnebago Counties

      
          Stephenson County

Highland Community College, Bldg R

2998 W Pearl City Rd

Freeport, IL 61032

Phone: 815-235-4125

Email: uie-jsw@illinois.edu


          Jo Daviess County

204 Vine, PO Box 600

Elizabeth, IL 61028

Phone: 815-858-2273


          SNAP Ed Office 

850 N Church

Rockford, IL 61103

Phone: 779-423-0982


          Winnebago County

1040 North Second Street

Rockford, IL 61107

Phone: 815-986-4357
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